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FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN -BLOOM says, "It Depends on Everyone" 

Welcome to another stimulating season with FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM. All residents of our town are encouraged to f 
ind ways to make Fort Erie a beautiful and environmentally friendly green community. Whether it is cultivating a garden plot, careful recycling, 
spending extra time tidying your property or placing a flowery planter by your front door, each effort says you are participating in making a 
caring neighbourhood. Building community is all about finding the time to give extra effort and energetic commitment. 




315 Ridge Rd., Ridgeway • 905-894-2520 


BRODIE’S DRUG STORE 


We Provide the Care 
You Deserve 

• Compounding & Mixing 
• Home Health Care Products 
• Ostomy Supplies 
• Meds Check Blister Packs 
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Native to Greater Fort Erie 


P lant native plants whenever possible. They will reward you with 
vigour and hardiness as they are meant to grow in our area. The 
official Town of Fort Erie flower is the Blue Salvia. It is a true, 
vibrant blue and is drought resistant once established. It seeds for 
naturalization and will bloom all Summer long! There is minimum 
deadheading and the hummingbirds love it. Deer are not attracted to it 
either. There are several varieties to choose from. 

The Town of Fort Erie tree is the Tulip Tree, (Liriodendron tulipe- 


fera). It has a fast growing habit to 70-90 feet high with large, showy 
yellow tulip-shaped flowers and spectacular yellow leaves in the Fall. 
Plant a tree as a family, dedicate a tree in memory of a loved one. Trees 
give our town its beauty and fresh air. Some suggestions: Red Maple, 
Eastern Redbud, Flowering Dogwood, Eastern Hemlock, Eastern White 
Pine, to name a few. 


FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN-BLOOM says "Plant Blue Salvia" 

Blue Salvia is the official flower of Fort Erie chosen for its vibrant blue colour. It is a cinch to grow and is wonderfully drought tolerant. Blue Salvia 
is good in any landscape. It adds warmth and a spectacular accent to other flowers and shrubs. 
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TOWN OF FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES IN BLOOM 




Celebrate Canada 150 Parade and 
Heritage Displays 

" JUNE 30 - JULY 2, 2017 “SSB&J" 

Friday 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm Saturday 7:30 am - 9:00 pm Sunday 9:00 am - 9:00 pm 
CS 1 Heritage Arts Displays & More @ Royal Canadian Legion Branch 230 

i^cusncg Canada 150 Parade with Geronimo Skydiving Team on Saturday 

* Cake Cutting &150 Balloon Release after Parade, followed by Music in the Village Square 


m 
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EMERALD ASH BORER 

What you need to know about the 
Emerald Ash Borer 




What is the Emerald Ash Borer? 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an introduced 
insect pest from Asia that attacks and kills all 
species of true ash trees by feeding beneath the 
bark and disrupting the flow of water and nutri¬ 
ents within the tree. It was first discovered in the 
Niagara Region in 2009. 

How much damage can it cause? 

The mortality rate of EAB infested trees can 
happen as fast as one year; however, it typically 


Contact us at 



What will happen to the Town-owned ash tree 
near my property? 

Town-owned ash trees will be identified, tagged 
and marked with white paint by the Town Arborist 
to indicate the action to be taken. Trees marked 
with an “X” or “X & H” have been tagged for 
removal. Trees marked with a white “dot” identify 
the tree is in healthy condition and require main¬ 
tenance trimming to ensure continued health. 

What is the Town doing? 

In 2017, the Town dedicated $400,00 for the 
trimming and removal of trees on Town property; a 
100% increase over last year’s budget. Through¬ 
out the year, staff will be inspecting Ash trees and 
will be addressing the most serious cases first. 

905-871-1600 or visit www.forterie.ca for more info. 



Qualitie.^plr\® 
to expect from 
local neighbour 


FORT ERIE NIAGARA FALLS NIAGARA-0N-THE-LAKE 


Hon. ROB NICHOLSON, m.p. 

S/n fM/ootn ' f/t o/vV'/ 


“family owned a operated” 


311 GORHAM ROAD RIDGEWAY 

905 - 894-5266 


OPEN I Home of e*** S 
7 DAYS! I & no name® Products 
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Today @ www.FORTERIE.ca 


Monthly updates on new Town 
initatives, upcoming events 
and important reminders for 
residents and businesses! 

For more information , /7/azse contact communications@forterie.ca 
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he right tools for the job can be the difference between an in¬ 
terminable landscaping project and one that goes smoothly and 
efficiently. Aspiring landscapers probably have a few shovels and 
rakes hanging in their garages and sheds for basic landscaping work. But 
while such tools are effective for certain projects, when it comes to churn¬ 
ing soil for garden beds or digging holes for outdoor structures, additional 
tools come in handy. It may be well worth a trip to a nearby local business 
to purchase or rent one of these tools ideal for breaking ground. 


which is part of the process of installing deck footings, fencing posts or 
other structures. Augers come in a variety of sizes, and homeowners can 
choose how much power they prefer. Augers can be heavy and cumber¬ 
some, and many do-it-yourselfers will find that one-person augers are 
more than adequate for their projects. 

Augers dig deep holes, so it is always smart to have the property sur¬ 
veyed prior to use. This way pipes, gas lines, buried electrical lines, and 
any other obstructions are clearly identified prior to drilling. 


ROTOTILLER 

A rototiller, sometimes called just a “tiller,” is a powered garden tool 
designed to loosen soil prior to planting. A rototiller also can help aerate 
soil during the growing season. Because they reduce the need for manual 
spade digging or hoeing, tillers can be useful landscaping tools, particu¬ 
larly for homeowners who want to work efficiently. 

Rototillers will break through tough soil and any plant roots. They 
come in a variety of sizes, and it’s best to match the tool to the size of the 
job. Many homeowners can get by with smaller, less powerful models, 
especially if the tiller is only necessary at the beginning of planting season. 
Professional landscapers or those with large swatches of property may 
benefit from larger models. 

AUGER 

Augers, both mechanical and manual, are essentially large drill bits that 
help move materials from one location to another. Augers are typically 
used to cut holes in landscapes, and they are good for post-hole drilling, 


CULTIVATOR 

Cultivators are similar to tillers in that they loosen soil. Cultivators are 
effective during the growth period of plants, when they can be used to 
aerate the soil and remove weeds. Cultivators come in hand-held versions 
and push models, and some are even motorized. Cultivators get close to 
plants to remove weeds without disturbing the plant. They also are used to 
stir in compost or fertilizer. 

While many people think cultivators and tillers are the same, that is 
not the case. The former is less powerful and will mix the soil or stir up 
the top layer, while the latter can break up moderately hard ground and 
loosen firm soil. 

When using any tools around the garden, wear the proper protection. 
This includes devices to protect hearing when power tools are in use as 
well as gloves and safety goggles. Tillers, augers and cultivators have the 
potential to toss soil and rocks into the air, so make sure others keep their 
distance while work is in progress. 


GE33G® 


FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN- BLOOM says," Use the right tool for the right job" 

Invest in a few good gardening tools that work for you. Keep them clean and convenient. Store them in an organized dry place . This means you 
can find them when you want them and they become your garden companions. With everything in place# your property stays neat and tidy and 
your curb appeal grows. The judges will admire you. 



PATERAKS 


All the right equipment for just the right prices. 
Area’s largest dealer. 

Family owned & operated for 40 years. 


Your One Stop Garden 


905-994-0475 • 1625 Dominion Rd F.E. • Find Us On Facebook 
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PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
‘SPLIT LOADS” NOW AVAILABLE 


SHISLER BROS 


TOPSOIL & CRUSHED STONE YARD 


Specializing in quality, all natural 
lawn, garden and flowerbed soils, 


A variety of 

Premium Bark Mulches 
Crushed Stone & Sand 

Decorative Stone for 
Ground Cover & Driveways 

Black Loam Garden Grow 
Manure 
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WHY YOU SHOULD CONSIDER ADDING TREES TO YOUR 
LANDSCAPE! 

We all know that trees and shrubs provide shade and beauty to your 
landscape, but there are so many more benefits to trees. 

FROM A HUMAN RESPONSE. 

We feel serene, peaceful, restful and tranquil around trees. 

Trees around your house transform your house from just a structure 
into your personalized space. They make your house your home. Trees 
have a calming effect reducing stress levels and fatigue. It is even proven 
that being around plants and trees reduces the recovery time needed 
after surgery, 

Trees bring the natural elements, wildlife and birds into the urban 
setting, Trees even help increase the honey bee population by adding 
ornamental flowering varieties or fruiting trees, thus adding to the 
quality of life for the residents. 

Trees often serve architectural and engineering functions. They 
provide privacy, emphasize desired views and screen out undesirable 
ones. The proper trees selection can provide a backdrop to, or soften 
and compliment architectural features of your building. 

TREES HAVE MANY ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS. 

Not only do trees clean the air and improve the air quality by absorb¬ 
ing ordours and pollutant gases and filter particulates out of the air by 
trapping them on their leaves and bark, they also provide oxygen. One 
mature tree can provide enough oxygen for 18 people. 

Trees combat global warming. Carbon dioxide (C02) is one of the 
major greenhouse gases. Trees absorb C02, removing and storing the 


carbon while releasing the oxygen back into the air. In one year an acre 
of mature trees can absorb the amount of C02 produced when you 
drive your car 26,000 miles. 

Trees when placed strategically around your home can cut summer 
air conditioning needs by up to 50%.. They provide a filter from the 
ultra violet rays. Trees reduce UV-B exposure by 50 percent. 

Trees can save water by slowing done the evaporation from thirsty 
lawns and prevent soil erosion. They can provide a screen to block wind, 
or severe rainfall thus providing a protection to people, pets and build¬ 
ings. 

TREES ADD VALUE TO YOUR PROPERTY. 

Property values can go up as much as 20% if you have a well land¬ 
scaped home as opposed to a non-landscaped home. 

A beautifully landscaped home including some ornamental and shade 
trees attracts the eye and adds a magnetic value to your home. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TREE(S) 

Not everyone is an expert in choosing the right tree. There are so 
many cultivars and varieties available and new ones being introduced 
every year. This is when expert advice from knowledgeable staff at Mori 
Gardens comes to play. We have well educated garden consultants and 
designers on staff that can help you purchase just the right tree for your 
needs and your location. As well, they will be able to give you advice 
and instruction on how to care for your plants to ensure longevity of 
your tree. 

Planting a tree is a great investment that can only grow! 
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M any adults understand the joy of gardening, but gardening can be 
equally fun for children as well. While some adults may feel that 
certain children do not have the patience or perseverance to see 
plants grow from seeds to adulthood, selecting plants that are hardy and 
sprout quickly may be the key to igniting a love of gardening in children. 

Choosing seeds that sprout quickly can hold the attention of children 
who are new to gardening. Many different plants fit this bill. Beans, peas, 
sunflower seeds, and bell pepper seeds are easy to start and germinate 
quickly. In addition, many leafy vegetables, such as chard, lettuce, spinach, 
and mustard, germinate in three to five days. Herbs, such as basil and 
parsley, also sprout fast. All of these plants are good options for introdu¬ 
cing children to gardening, as each provides quick gratification. 

To further interest children, it is a good idea to plant seeds in a way that 
allows youngsters to monitor the progress of growth. Use a transparent 
container, such as rinsed-out glass jars and canisters, to house the plant. 
Such containers give kids an unobstructed view of the process, during 
which children can plot the progress of seed germination and easily spot 
root and stem development. Once the seedlings grow larger, they can be 
transplanted into different containers. 

Many seedlings can sprout with water alone. Children can easily grow 
new plants from clippings of a mature plant left resting in a shallow cup 
of water, and seeds may not even need soil to germinate. Kids may have 


luck sprinkling seeds on a dampened, crumpled-up piece of paper towel. 
Cotton balls also make a good place to nestle seeds. Either material will 
hold on to water, keeping the seeds moist until they sprout. Afterward, the 
seedlings can be carefully moved into a soil-and-compost mix. The paper 
towel and the cotton balls will decompose and add to the organic matter 
already in the soil. 

Edible plants often make good choices for children because kids can 
reap the rewards of their efforts. Herbs can be sprinkled onto food, or 
fruits and vegetables can be grown in containers and then served at meal¬ 
time. Kids can show pride in their accomplishments, especially if they 
have tangible results on the dinner plate. 

Children who want to try something different can explore other types 
of plants. Aquatic plants, or those found at the pet store to grow in aquar¬ 
iums, can be easy to grow. They need little more than a container, fresh 
water and sunlight. Cacti and other succulents are also fun to explore. 
These plants are quite hardy in that they can stand up to moderate abuse, 
such as failure to water frequently enough. The unique appearance of cacti 
make them interesting focal points for an indoor garden. 

A love of gardening that’s fostered inside can also be explored outdoors. 
Set aside a plot of dirt where kids can sow their own seeds and tend to 
their own gardens. This hobby can help children learn patience and hard 
work while fostering an appreciation of nature. 
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What can I plant in my 
shady backyard? 

I want colourful flowers, not just green plants! 


"T 7" ou have to really pay attention to yonr site. You may 
y get more sun than you think! Is it dappled shade from 
-t- older, established trees? Is it shade from a garage or 
house for part of the day. Do you get any direct sun at the site 
in late afternoon or early morning? 

Iresine is a hot seller. It is beautiful and is similar to coleus, it does not 
have flowers per se, but it is really stunning. It grows tall. Another great 
one for shade is coleus with many varieties of leaf colour such as red, 
orange, chartreuse green. The Kong variety of coleus is amazing! 

Okay, you asked for FLOWERS in the shade garden. We understand. 
Remember that really dark shade is an obstacle. Ferns for you. Think 
beneath a large stand of thick trees... that gets zero sun, never sun! 

Here are a few suggestions that you may or may not have tried that 
will give colour in the shady backyard that gets some light. 

• Begonia x hiemalis: Hiemalis begonia or Rieger begonia. This comes 
in a variety of flower colors including red, pink, yellow, and white. 
Flowers are large and showy. 


• Dichondra argentea. Dichondra. It is used for its foliage and performs 
best in partial shade as a groundcover, in a container 

• Fuchsia x hybrida. Fuchsia. Some are best used in containers or hang¬ 
ing baskets, but upright varieties can do well in the landscape. Flowers 
can be solid or a bicolor red, purple, pink, or white, among others. 

• Heliotropium arborescens. Heliotrope. Is best used in partial shade 
with moist, but not wet soils. 

• Hypoestes phyllostachya. “Polka dot” plant. It is used for its colorful, 
mottled foliage with pink, red, or white. Plants can tolerate high light 
and can be trimmed in the garden if desired. 

• Lobelia species. Lobelia or cardinal flower. Prefers partial, not full 
shade. Spreading varieties have blue, pink, or white flowers whereas 
upright varieties often have red or white flowers. 

• Lobularia maritima. Alyssum or sweet alyssum. Prefers partial, not 
full shade but most varieties do not tolerate the heat of Summer. 


• Begonia x semperflorens-cultorum. Wax begonia, or bedding begonia, 
or fibrous-rooted begonia. This comes in a wide range of flower colors 
with green or dark purple leaves 

• Begonia x tuberhybrida. Tuberous begonia. These plants are generally 
quite large with showy flowers, but flowering of some varieties stops 
during the long days of summer. 

• Browallia speciosa. Browallia. Usually has white or shades of blue or 
purple flowers. Does not do well during periods of cool weather. 

• Caladium bicolor. Angel-wings. It is used for its colorful foliage. 
Leaves are often very large and do best in warm climates. 


• Pelargonium peltatum. Ivy geranium. Prefers partial, not full shade 
and is best used in containers or hanging baskets. All but a few recently 
introduced varieties do not tolerate high temperatures. 

• Salvia farinacea. Mealycup sage. This plant prefers partial, not full 
shade and tolerates poor soils and some drought. Flower colors are 
available in blue, purple, lavender, and white. 

• Torenia fournieri. Wishbone flower. Performs best in partial, not 
deep shade. Comes in a range of single and multi-colored flowers with 
shades of blue, purple, and yellow, among others. 

- Provided by Ditsch Greenhouse 




FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN- BLOOM says, "When planting a tree choose a spectacular one" 

For personal pleasure, plant a tree for shade, for beauty, and for the environment. Trees add visual height and depth to the dimensions of 
your yard. There's a tree for every yard size and personal preference. From the stately and majestic Sugar Maple or the impressive Tulip 
Tree to the smaller vibrantly beautiful RED BUD, which is Fort Erie's new tree to CELEBRATE CANADA'S 150th ANNIVERSARY, the 



Proudly Supporting 
Communities in Bloom! 


Wayne Gates 

MPP Niagara Falls 


Niagara Falls (905) 357-0681 
www.waynegates.com 
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Helpful and 
harmful insects 



A lthough it’s virtually impossible to count them, insects are the 
most diverse group of organisms on the planet. Nine hundred 
thousand different kinds of insects are known to exist. At any 
given time, it is estimated that there are around 10 quintillion individual 
insects living. 

Gardeners grow frustrated when seeing their gardens infested with in¬ 
sects. In an effort to restore their gardens, homeowners might be tempted 
to eradicate any bug that moves in their yards. But gardeners would be 
wise to first learn which insects are hurting their gardens and which can 
actually help gardens in the long run. 

HARMFUL 

• Certain insects can be dangerous to animals and plants. The following 
are a handful of insects that can threaten the vitality of gardens. 

• Aphids: These insects suck on the juice needed to sustain plants, par¬ 
ticularly when they congregate. 

• Bald-faced hornet: Hornets tend to be an aggressive species that can 
sting repeatedly. Should you find a nest near an entertaining space or 
garden, it can cause trouble. 

• Carpenter ants: These ants will burrow into wood causing damage. 

They may compromise any wooden structure in and around a home. 


• Grasshoppers: Certain grasshoppers, like the red-legged grasshopper, can 
decimate food crops and transfer parasites to birds when eaten as prey. 

• Caterpillars: Many caterpillars, the precursor to adult moths, will feed 
constantly on leaves, stems and other parts of plants. The tobacco horn- 
worm moth caterpillar can damage potato and tomato plants. 

HELPFUL 

• Plants depend on insects to transfer pollen as they forage, and many 
insects are quite beneficial to have around. While some pollinate, others 
are predators of other pests. 

• Antiion: A foe of ants, they’ll help eat and control ant populations and 
pollinate flowers. They pose no threat to humans, either. 

• Big dipper firefly: These colorful insects feast on earthworms, slugs and 
snails during the larval stage. Fireflies add drama to evening gardens 
with their twinkling lights. 

• Garden spiders: Although some spiders can be venomous, many are 
quite handy to have around the garden. They’ll help control pest popula¬ 
tions that can damage plants and crops. 


• Locusts: Various species of locust can damage plants and crops due to 
their voracious appetites. 

• Treehoppers: These small, green insects mimic the look of leaves, and 
their appetites can affect crops and gardens. 

• Red pavement ant: As they feed on all manner of human food, these 
ants can quickly overtake areas with their staggering numbers and 
deliver painful bites. 


• Dragonflies: These arial artists that zip around the yard are consuming 
smaller insects that would otherwise pester plants and humans. 


• Blue-winged wasp: This wasp attacks the larvae of Japanese beetles, 
helping to control beetle populations. 


• Bees and butterflies: Butterflies and bees are some of the best pollin¬ 
ators out there, and each can add whimsy to gardens. 


* . * April Showers 4 * v |^ * 

T' Bring delicious May flowers M' 

Chocolate Roses .. Pansies .. Daisies & more 


vD 

'I' 

905-382-2511 • www.nighs.ca 


nighs sweet shoj 



3737 Netherby Rd, Stevensville 
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Design a garden for all SGI1SQS 


G ardens add visual appeal to a yard, but gardens also can appeal 
to individuals’ senses of smell, taste, touch, and sound. Garden¬ 
ers who want to create gardens that appeal to various senses can 
do so in the following ways. 

SIGHT 

Aesthetic appeal is one of the most sought-after benefits of garden¬ 
ing. However, many homeowners put in so much effort planting for one 
particular season that they may not give thought to ensuring the garden 
looks vibrant no matter the time of year. 

Gardeners can research planting zones to find plants that will blos¬ 
som at different times of the year so they can enjoy impressive, aes¬ 
thetically appealing gardens year-round. Spring bulbs can bloom early 
on, while annual and perennial summer favorites will thrive under the 
summer sun. Beautyberry and caryopteris will fill out in the autumn, 
while holly or mahonia can look lovely in the winter. 

SMELL 

Gardeners can dot their landscapes with aromatic trees, shrubs and 
flowers that will make stepping out into the garden that much more 
special. Some of the more fragrant plants include gardenia, dianthus, 
calendula, lavender, and jasmine. Shrubs such as fragrant pineapple 
broom, Anne Russell viburnum and Christmas box can add fragrance 
as well. 

SOUND 

The lively sounds of the garden are created by the wildlife that come 
to pollinate and enjoy the environment gardeners have created. By 
choosing indigenous plants, gardeners can be sure that insects and small 
critters will seek refuge within the foliage. 

Songbirds also will add character to a yard. The Audubon Society 
suggests including a water source and a songbird border of shrubs along 
your property’s edge. Provide food sources and make sure they are lo¬ 
cated a fair distance from the main action of the yard so as not to scare 
off birds. Wait for musical chickadees, goldfinches, orioles, and cardinals 
to arrive and enjoy the accommodations. 


TASTE 

Gardeners can expand their gardens to include fruit-bearing trees 
and rows of vegetables. Produce can be harvested from early spring 
through late fall depending on the crops planted. 

TOUCH 

Apart from including trees and shrubs of various textures in the gar¬ 
den, look for other ways to stimulate a tactile response. Water features 
add relaxing sound and beauty. Stones, moss, mulch, and other accents 
have varied textures that can stimulate the sense of touch in various 
ways. Don’t forget to include a sitting area so that you can immerse 
yourself fully in the garden. 


Go beyond visual appeal when designing a garden. When gardeners 
tap into all five senses, they can enjoy their landscapes even more than 
they already do. 




FORT- ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN- BLOOM says,"You've got to begin somewhere" 

Well planned landscaping makes a difference. Trees, shrubs and flowering plants around your home bring comfort, warmth, and even luxury 
to your outdoor oasis. Begin with a simple framework and each season add complements of more plants. Local nurseries offer lots of free 
advice and will help you feature your favorites. 

If planning to use some hard structure, invest in durability. Be careful that hard structures do not overpower your plantings and become the 
dominant visual feature of your property. Vksu will want to give attention and impact to your planting creations. Share such enjoyment with 


Spruce Up 
Your Territory 


RON’S LAWNS 

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE 
905-892-6866 
1-800-567-3662 
www.ronslawns.ca 


Turn your backyard into 
the perfect place for 
relaxing, playing,dining, 
entertaining and enjoying 
yourself all summer. 



• Rolling 

• Granular 
Fertilizer 

• Aerating 

• Overseeding 

• Nematodes 

• Weed Control 
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2017 FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES-IN-BLOOM 
LOCAL PROGRAM 

The Fort Erie Communities-ln-Bloom proudly recognizes 
citizens & organizations that contribute to the enhance¬ 
ment of Fort Erie 

ENTER YOUR PROPERTY OR NOMINATE A NEIGHBOUR TODAY 

All entrance will be recognized with a 3,4 or 5 Bloom Award 
or a special recognition. Participants will also be eligible for 
a Top Criteria Award. 

AWARDS CELEBRATION - Sunday, August 20,2017,5:00pm 
at the Leisureplex Banquet Flail, Fort Erie. 

STEP 1: REGISTER IN ONE CATEGORY 

□ Single Residential 

□ Residential Neighbourhood 

□ Village Streetscaping 

□ Window Boxes/Planters 

□ Small Business (up to 10 employees) 

□ Commercial (over 10 employees) 

□ Industrial 

□ Kids in Bloom (Recognition) 

NEW Categories 2017: 

□ Churches 

□ Elementary School Project (Recognition) 

□ Secondary School Project (Recognition) 

□ Mad Hatter Garden (creative, unique, thematic) 

STEP 2: PREPARE FOR JUDGES VISIT 

Volunteer Judges will visit the properties Monday, July 10 and 
Tuesday, July 11. 

Further information will be mailed to you, after you submit this form. You agree to allow 
the judges unencumbered access to your property and acknowledge that photographs, 
registrant names & property addresses may be published for promotional purposes. 

Please keep your pets in a secured area during the judges visit. 

STEP 3: ATTEND THE AWARDS CELEBRATION 
Submit completed entry by June 26,2017 
FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES-IN-BLOOM ENTRY FORM 

1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, L2A 2S6 or Email: cib@town.forterie.on.ca 

Name: _ 




Postal Code: _ Ph< 


Signature of Property Owner: 
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n recent years, it seems as if there has been a shift in the percep¬ 
tion of growing your own food. It is becoming accepted much more 
across all socio-economic groups. In fact, it is widely viewed as a 
positive influence on our society. Through, all the ages food has always 
been used as a focal point for socializing and celebrating with friends 
and family. The “foodie” generation, which now utilizes organic kale as 
a status symbol has had positive effects on individuals being more aware 
of where their food originates, especially if they grow their own. 

There are many advantages to growing your own food. Have you ever 
been to someone’s house for dinner who grows their own food? Usually, 
they are bursting with excitement to share all the details about their 
knowledge and experience in growing their own food. Any one who 
grows their own vegetables can’t help but talk about their accomplish¬ 
ments. How many times have you heard a veggie gardener say, “You 
won’t get that kind of flavour in a store bought tomato.” or some varia¬ 
tion of the pride of working their own land. Invariably, your host will 
tell you all about the variety, how they were grown, where the plants 
or seeds were purchased and all the details that can be shared. Pride 
is normally one of the seven deadly sins, but in the case of pride over 
home grown veggies, an exception could be made. Our human condi¬ 
tion naturally predisposes us to be proud of something that is good. The 
satisfaction of being able to make something out of nothing (or almost 
nothing) is a great feeling! 

Another positive aspect of growing your own vegetables is a larger 
variety of choice, than at your local grocery store. When you grow your 
own produce it is possible to grow purple peppers, orange tomatoes and 
a much greater selection of veggies. As an example, at our greenhouse, 
our customers have a choice of over 30 tomato varieties, around 40 pep¬ 


per varieties and over 80 other fruits and vegetables. That is not to even 
mention the large herb selection. If variety is the spice of life then you 
can add choice to your life by expanding your garden projects. Now is 
the time to start planning your garden! To ensure the greatest selection, 
you should visit the greenhouse in mid May, as certain plants start to 
sell out by the end of May. 

One thing that people who love gardening don’t consider is cost! For 
many gardeners the work is the reward. That is cold comfort for those 
who are concerned about the cost of the produce they grow. The most 
productive varieties are usually the most popular, but the more unique 
varieties of veggies have a less predictable yield. As an example, Beef¬ 
steak tomatoes have very high yields, therefore the cost per tomato can 
be lower than the store bought Beefsteak tomatoes. On the other hand, 
Ghost peppers are very expensive to buy, that is providing you can find 
a store that carries them. The Ghost pepper plant takes a very long time 
to produce fruit and in our climate it is possible that after a full summer 
of growing you may have the benefit of enjoying a nice healthy plant 
that has produced no fruit. Gardeners tend to be a pragmatic bunch, 
but they also love growing for it’s own sake. This is a healthy approach 
when considering the cost per unit of yield. 

Growing your own produce can be a very rewarding as long as you 
are flexible with your view of the definition of “rewarding”. If you are 
a gardener that loves gardening then you are aware of how enjoyable 
the gardening experience can be and if you have never grown a garden 
before give it a try. Most garden centres have plenty of staff that would 
love to help you out. Hope to see you soon! 

Article supplied by Peter Taras Ditsch Greenhouses 



FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN-BLOOM says, "Seed, savor, and share" 

On the cutting edge is the rediscovery and satisfaction of vegetable gardening. It can become the total focus of your piece of property or a 
tiny garden plot lovingly watered by a little child. Perhaps a hunger for a fresh green salad or the urge to add your home grown vegetables 
to a hearty soup motivates you. What is more nutritious than fresh home-grown peas? What is more satisfying than sharing the taste of your 
garden with neighbours and friends? 
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Annuals • Perennials • Hanging baskets • Planters 
• Cacti • Succulents • Vines • Vegetables • Herbs • Seeds 
and so much more! 


CUSTOM PLANTING 
Have your own containers but need our expert touch, 
bring them in and we will plant them for you. 



PREPARING YOUR BEDS 

We carry all your flower bed needs, 
with a full line of soils, mulch and peat moss. 


■ IV v 




WE DELIVER 

Need some help getting your supplies and 
flowers home. We can help with our delivery. 




3335 Nigh Road 
at Burleigh Road 
905-894-2305 


ditschgreenhouses.com 
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK 


Open in April 
Monday - Wednesday 8-5 
Thursday and Friday 9-5 
Saturday 8-5 
Open in May 
everyday 
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Seeding 

and fertilizing schedule 


R estoring lawns and gardens back to their pre-winter glory is high 
on many a homeowner’s landscaping to -do list. In much of the 
country, the best times to tackle lawn projects are when temper¬ 
atures are moderate, like in spring and fall. These seasons also mark the 
best time to seed and fertilize. 

Planting and fertilizing new grass seed should be done when frost is no 
longer a concern and before frost arrives if you are planting in autumn. 
According to a landscape contractor and contributor sowing lawn seed 
should be done when the soil is warm, the daytime temperatures are 
moderate and you can keep the new seeds quite moist at all times. 

While grass seed can be applied in the summer, it is more challenging 
to get the seeds to take root and thrive at this time, as water is more likely 
to evaporate under the hot sun. Also, many weeds germinate in the heat 
of summer. As a result, the weeds can infiltrate areas of the lawn where 
you planted, compromising the look of your lawn. 

The process of reseeding and fertilizing your lawn is relatively similar if 
you decide to do so in late spring or early fall. 

• Rake the parts of the lawn you plan to seed and remove any debris or rocks. 

• Apply fertilizer to the cleared planting area. Use a rake or tiller to break 
up the soil and distribute the fertilizer to a depth of roughly two to four 
inches. Speak with a landscaper about which type of fertilizer you will 
need depending on where you live. Many fertilizers contain extra phos¬ 
phorous to stimulate root growth in the lawn. 

• Moisten the prepared area and let the soil settle. You want the soil damp 
but not so wet that it causes the newly applied fertilizer to run off. 

• Begin to sow the grass seed according to the rate indicated on the seed 
bag for the type of grass you will be growing. Choose a grass seed that 


will thrive in your climate. Certain seeds are more tolerant of drought and 
sunlight, while other species are better for shady areas or damper climates. 
Again, if you have any questions, consult with a lawn and garden center. 

• Spread the seed with a broadcast spreader. Some lawn experts recom¬ 
mend spreading the seed in parallel rows and then repeating the process 
again in rows set at a right angle to the first series of rows for the best 
chances of seed coverage. The seeds then can be raked into the soil, cov¬ 
ered with a little more soil and patted down. 

• Water to keep the seeds damp. This may require watering twice or more 
per day until the seeds begin to germinate. Covering the seeds with about 
1/4 inch of straw also can help keep the seeds moist, deter seed scavengers 
and prevent soil erosion. Remove the straw once the grass begins to grow. 

• Roughly four weeks after the seeds have started to grow, apply another 
round of fertilizer to replenish the top layer of soil with nutrients that may 
have washed away from the constant watering. 

Homeowners can employ a similar process to overseed a lawn in the 
hopes of producing a thicker, more attractive landscape. Any thatch and 
debris should be raked away, and the top layer of the lawn surface can be 
gently aerated. Top dress the lawn with a very thin layer of new soil and 
compost. 

Broadcast the seed over the prepared lawn and lightly rake the new 
seeds to help them settle into the soil. Apply fertilizer and water the lawn 
frequently to keep the new seeds moist. 

Once the seed has established itself, you can water the lawn for longer 
periods and less frequently to help develop strong roots. Wait for the lawn 
to reach a height of three to four inches before the first cut of the season. 

Many homeowners like to take on the challenge of seeding and prepar¬ 
ing their lawns. But some may find the task is best left to the professionals. 



. "Bring on some colour" 

your favorite flowers. Whether vibrantly colored flowers of your choice are in beds, along a pathway. 
Regularly watered planters, hanging baskets, and window boxes that 
reir requirement of sun or shade. Ask about fertilizer requirements and follow 
id your flowers should last all summer long. You’ll cherish the compliments of your friends. 


You guys can come over next time. 
"M? place is a total mess right now 


it 


out for me soon. 

I’ve Lhf to wake up early tomorrow. 

So I’m going to o^/out and take ” 



Poverty 
isn’t always 

i. 
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help to complete landscapes 


P lants need sunlight to thrive and grow, but some need less sunlight 
than others. People who find their landscapes are less supportive 
to sun-loving plants can choose from a variety of shade-tolerant 
plants, shrubs and trees. 

Shade tolerance refers to a plant’s ability to withstand low levels of 
light. Certain plants have adapted this feature to survive in the wild. 
Plants that grow at the base of forest floors, for example, will get less 
sunlight than others outside of the tree canopy. Such adaptations enable 
a wide variety of foliage to grow even though they are not exposed to 
much sunlight. 

While sun-loving plants often have broad leaves and expend signifi¬ 
cant energy to capture sunlight for photosynthesis, shade-tolerant plants 
expend less energy and tend to be more efficient consumers of soil 
nutrients and sunlight. 

• Heavy shade: Heavy shade is when no direct sunlight reaches a plant. 
This occurs at the base of northern-facing walls or beneath thick tree 
canopies. 


Those who are looking for some preliminary guidance when it comes 
to selecting shade-tolerant shrubs, plants or trees can consult the follow- 

• Bleeding heart: Bleeding heart, or Dicentra spectabilis, is typically found 
in woodlands. It’s a perennial in the poppy family that produces mounded 
foliage and arching vine-like stems of heart-shaped flowers in the spring. 

• Amethyst flower: Browallia hybrids offer star-shaped blooms of blue 
and violet. These plants will billow out of hanging baskets or containers, 
and they prefer warm shade or filtered sunlight. 

• Coleus: The coleus, Solenostemon scutellarioides, is another perennial 
that can have a variety of different leaf colors and striations. 

• Witch hazels: These are a genus in the family Hamamelidacea, which 
has four different species in North America. This shrub or small tree 
features arching branches with dense, multi-stemmed clumps. Witch 
hazel produces flowers in the late autumn when most other plants are 


• Full sun: Areas that receive full sun enjoy direct sunlight between six 
and eight hours per day. 

• Moderate shade: These sites have reflected sunlight that may come off 
of water features. 

• Light shade: Plants in these areas will get partially filtered or dappled 
sunlight. 

Once homeowners understand which type of shade they are dealing 
with, they can then visit plant nurseries and select their plants. Most 
greenery comes with care instructions that include recommendations 
regarding the amount of shade/sunlight the plant will need to do well. 


• Bayberry: Myrica pensylvanica can grow in partial shade as a hedge 
or natural property divider. The leaves of this shrub are aromatic when 
crushed. The shrub will produce tiny, gray/white fruits in late summer. 

• English Ivy: Also known as Hedera helix, this trailing plant is widely 
cultivated as an ornamental plant. It will spread easily and can become 
invasive. 

Those searching for shade-tolerant trees can choose among Sugar 
maple. Black alder, Flowering dogwood, and White spruce, among others. 

Shade-tolerant plants can make welcome additions to the landscape, 
offering greenery and color in the darker areas of a property. 
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FORT ERIE COMMUNITIES- IN-BLOOM says, "Stay cool and sitting pretty" 

Make your back yard a place of repose by planting a tree to provide shade and cooler temperatures. No doubt this is where you will sit to rest awhile 
in quietness or for a visit with family and friends. You can have colour even in a shady spot. This is the place for planters overflowing with colourful 
shade plants. Displays of fushias, impatiens, begonias, and others labelled as shade tolerant can give colourful delight. Keep them close to the seating 
area to enjoy their full impact. To expand the impact of colour, place some bright and matching cushions on the chairs nearby. It looks dramatic! 
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Bowen Road • Stevensville 

info@petersgroup.ca 
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SPECIALIZING IN 
canadian-niade 
FURNITURE » 


SI ™ areas LARObbr'^aioNSO 


SEE 


VOTED 

#1 

FURNITURE 

STORE 


RYN'S FURNITURE HAS A NEW LARGER LOCATION TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY BETTER! 
VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM IN THE MOUNT CARMEL PLAZA 

WE OFFER A COMPLETE SELECTION OF HOME FURNISHINGS 

• Sofas, loveseats, chairs • Sofa beds • Accent chairs • Reclining sofas, loveseats and chairs 
• Kitchen and Bar stools (Custom made in hundreds of fabrics and leather) 

• Bedroom furniture • Mattresses • Dining sets • Coffee and end tables 
• Electric fireplaces and home accessories 




CANADIAN 

MADE 

AND 

MOLLY 

APPROVED! 


BEAMSVILLE 

4548 ONTARIO ST 

(15,000 SQ.FT.) 

905.563.9800 


STORE HOURS 

MON-FRI 10-6 
SAT 10-5 
SUNDAY CLOSED 


NIAGARA FALLS 

3770 MONTROSE RD 

(FORMER FABRICLAND SITE) 

905.357.7337 
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6997 OakwoGd Drive * Niagara Faiis • Ontario 
Phone 905 - 356-2922 • www.stamfordfireplaces.< 


THE ORIGINAL m 
RADIANT GAS FIREPLACE 

www.stamfordfireplaces.com 












